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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

MACON RIDGE ENTERPRISE 
COMMUNITY 

∑ Mr. BREAUX. Mr. President, on Feb-
ruary 27, 1997, the Macon Ridge enter-
prise community, consisting of por-
tions of Catahoula, Concordia, Frank-
lin, Morehouse, and Tensas Parishes in 
Louisiana, is to be awarded the Com-
munity Empowerment Award by the 
American Association of Enterprise 
Zones. 

I am very proud to have Louisiana’s 
own Macon Ridge recognized as the 
best enterprise community in the Na-
tion. The Macon Ridge Enterprise Com-
munity is an example to the Nation of 
the success that can be derived from 
community-based economic develop-
ment. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
designated the Macon Ridge enterprise 
community as 1 of the 30 rural enter-
prise communities across the United 
States, from some 227 applicants, on 
December 21, 1994. The enterprise com-
munity is administered by the Macon 
Ridge Development Region, Inc., which 
is a multifaceted economic develop-
ment organization serving 11 parishes 
in northeast Louisiana. 

The Macon Ridge enterprise commu-
nity has, in the first 12 months of oper-
ation, created or retained 523 jobs, 
started 3 business incubators, had over 
523 residents in job training or literacy 
programs, and leveraged some $3.316 
million in additional funding. 

The executive director of the Macon 
Ridge enterprise community, Mr. 
Buddy Spillers, as well as the Macon 
Ridge Enterprise Community Advisory 
Council and the Macon Ridge Board of 
Directors, are to be commended for 
their tireless efforts to create the op-
portunities and partnerships in Macon 
Ridge which have brought about this 
progress. 

In closing, Mr. President, I take this 
occasion to offer my sincere congratu-
lations to the Macon Ridge enterprise 
community, not only for meriting this 
award, but for the vast economic devel-
opment opportunities which it has cre-
ated in Louisiana and for the out-
standing model which it provides to 
the State and the Nation.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TERRY KOEHLER 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to extend my best wishes for a 
full and rapid recovery by Mr. Terry 
Koehler, a teacher at Lahser High 
School in Bloomfield Hills, MI. In-
volved in a very serious skiing accident 
in mid-February, Mr. Koehler is cur-
rently convalescing in Reno, NV. 

In the meanwhile, the entire Bloom-
field Hills community eagerly looks 
forward to Mr. Koehler’s return. A 
quick glance at his extensive involve-

ment throughout the school district 
and it is readily apparent why, at 
present, he is so sorely missed. In addi-
tion to his duties teaching math, Mr. 
Koehler is a coach with Lahser’s cham-
pionship winning boy’s and girl’s swim 
teams. He serves in the multiple roles 
of commissioner, coach, and player in 
the school’s intramural basketball pro-
gram. He runs the school chess club. 
And, as a major in the U.S. Army Re-
serves, Mr. Koehler’s civic commit-
ments are hardly limited to just 
Lahser High School. 

Exceptional teachers are assets to 
any community, as are dedicated pub-
lic servants. When someone exemplifies 
the finest qualities of both, their pres-
ence is all the more valued. Indeed, 
Terry Koehler is such an individual. I 
join his countless friends, colleagues, 
and students in wishing Terry, his wife 
Diane and the rest of his family 
strength and courage during this dif-
ficult time; and I look forward to the 
news of his return to good health, to 
the profession he so honorably serves 
and to the students whose lives he 
touches every day.∑ 

f 

NEW ENGLAND COMMUNITY 
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 

∑ Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I would 
like to recognize and commend the ef-
forts of over 250 community residents 
from all over New England who are 
meeting next weekend in Boston at the 
First New England Community Leader-
ship Institute. The 3-day conference of 
34 classes, 16 roundtable discussions, 
and 4 networking group sessions is de-
signed to educate, rejuvenate, em-
power, and excite the core constituents 
of the NeighborWorks Network of over 
50 New England low- and-moderate-in-
come communities. These new and 
emerging leaders are concerned about 
events taking place in their commu-
nities, willing to take on these chal-
lenges, and eager to become part of the 
solution. At this event, they will be 
able to share experiences and solutions, 
motivate and encourage each other, 
and lead their neighborhoods into the 
21st century. 

I would like to commend the tremen-
dous leadership potential of the par-
ticipants and their remarkable com-
mitment to improving their neighbor-
hoods. Without their support and hard 
work, the programs, initiatives, and 
collaborations being formed at the 
State and Federal level cannot suc-
ceed. In the neighborhoods in which 
these citizens work, we can already 
begin to see change taking place in the 
rising home ownership rates, decreas-
ing crime rates, and growing commu-
nity pride. These residents represent 
the best hope of the future in our 
neighborhoods and Massachusetts is 
proud to welcome them.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRIG. GEN. CASIMIR 
PULASKI 

∑ Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today in honor of Casimir Pulaski, as 

we commemorate the 250th anniversary 
of his birth, and acknowledge his exem-
plary service to our country. 

Casimir Pulaski was born in Warka, 
Poland on March 4, 1747. Before coming 
to America in 1777, he distinguished 
himself in Poland’s battle for independ-
ence from Russia. Forced to flee his na-
tive country because of his activities 
on behalf of Polish freedom, he became 
an exile. 

When Pulaski first arrived in Amer-
ica to aid the colonists in the Amer-
ican Revolution, he led a valiant coun-
terattack at the Battle of Brandywine 
which saved the retreating American 
army from being cut off by the British. 

At the insistence of Gen. George 
Washington, the Continental Congress 
appointed Pulaski brigadier general 
and the first commander of the Amer-
ican cavalry. His services in the field 
justly won him the title of ‘‘Father of 
the American Cavalry.’’ 

On October 9, 1779, at the Battle of 
Savannah, GA, Pulaski led a daring, 
but fatal, charge against the heavily 
fortified British forces occupying the 
city. 

Today, the people of Illinois proudly 
remember General Pulaski’s coura-
geous sacrifice fighting for our Na-
tion’s independence, and his defense of 
the freedoms that we cherish in Amer-
ica. 

The anniversary of Casimir Pulaski’s 
birth will be celebrated on March 2, 
1997, at a special dinner ceremony in 
Chicago. I want to take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate the Chicago So-
ciety of the Polish National Alliance 
for hosting this commemorative din-
ner, and commend its efforts to help re-
store the Pulaski Monument in Savan-
nah, GA. 

The Pulaski Monument, whose cor-
nerstone was laid by the Marquis La-
fayette in 1825, is currently in a state 
of disrepair. With the hard work and 
dedication of the Chicago Society and 
donations from the people of Savannah, 
this 55-foot-tall historic monument 
will soon stand with renewed glory as a 
symbol of patriotism for all future gen-
erations of Americans. 

Mr. President, it is my great pleasure 
to pay tribute to Brig. Gen. Casimir 
Pulaski on behalf of my home State of 
Illinois. I invite my colleagues in the 
Senate to join me in commemorating 
this heroic patriot and in honoring the 
many accomplishments Polish-Ameri-
cans have made throughout history.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT SANFORD, 
OWNER OF THE MASON VALLEY 
NEWS 

∑ Mr. BRYAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to newspaper pub-
lisher Robert Sanford, who is cele-
brating his 40th anniversary as owner 
of the Mason Valley News. Mr. 
Sanford’s tireless stewardship has 
helped make the Mason Valley News 
one of the finest newspapers of its kind 
and a model for journalistic integrity. 

The Mason Valley News is a weekly 
newspaper that serves northern Ne-
vada. Since Mr. Sanford became owner 
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